Preface to the Series and Acknowledgments

The present volume is a component of a series that is intended
to present a comprehensive survey of the many aspects of East
Central European society.

The booksin this series deal with peoples whose homelands
lie between the Germans to the west, the Russians, Ukrainians
and Belorussians to the east, and the Mediterranean and Adriat-
ic seas to the south. They constitute a particular civilization,
one that is at once an integral part of Europe, yet substantially
different from the West. The area is characterized by arich
diversity of languages, religions and governments. The
study of this complex area demands a multidisciplinary
approach, and, accordingly, our contributors to the series
represent several academic disciplines. They have been
drawn from universities and other scholarly institutions in
the United States and Western Europe, as well as East Cen-
tral Europe.

The editor-in-chief is responsible for ensuring the com-
prehensiveness, cohesion, internal balance, and scholarly
quality of the series he has launched. He cheerfully accept
these responsibilities and intends this work to be neither
justification nor condemnation of the policies, attitudes, and
activities of any person involved. At the same time, because
the contributors represent so many different disciplines,
interpretations, and schools of thought, our policy in this, as
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in the past and future volumes, is to present their contribu-
tions without major modifications.

The authors of this volume are distinguished scholarsin
the field to which the theme of this book belongs to. The
editor is Senior Retired Fellow to the Sociological Research
Institute of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences and owner
of the Dedk Ferenc and the Széchenyi prizes.

The appendices were prepared by Andrea T. Kulcsar.
Budapest, October 23, 2005

Béla K. Kiraly
Editor-in-Chief



